the Secret Garden
Mary Lennox was sent to Misselthwaite Manor in London, to live with her uncle
after her parents died in India. Her father was in the British army and HER mother
was a pretty lady who loved socialising. Neither of her parents cared to devote
time to little Mary. Hence, she grew up into an unpleasant child in both manner and
appearance.
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the Secret Garden
Mrs Medlock, the house keeper of Mary’s rich uncle, had come to receive her. She
felt sorry for Mary, who was a neglected child.

the Secret Garden
On the way, Mrs Medlock tried
to converse with Mary who was
frowning, in the hope of making the
situation a little pleasant.
Did your parents
ever speak
to you about
Misselthwaite or
about Mr Craven?

Mrs Medlock continued…

No, they
never had
time to talk
to me about
anything.

Then it’s my duty to tell you
about Misselthwaite where you
will stay. It is a big, gloomy
and lonely place on the edge
of the moor. The house is six
hundred years old and has a
hundred rooms in it.

Mary was thoroughly uninterested in the
information which was being provided to
her. But Mrs Medlock didn’t give up.

As for your uncle, I am
certain he is not going to
trouble himself about you.
He doesn’t trouble himself
about anyone, not even...
Suddenly, she stopped talking as she
thought it wise not to reveal the secrets
about her master or his family to Mary.
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the Secret Garden

Mary listened attentively to everything that Mrs Medlock told her about her uncle.
Your uncle was born with a crooked
back. His life was full of misery
until he married Mrs Craven. she was
a young woman, who was very much
in love with him. He too loved her
dearly. But when she died…

Oh! Did
she die?

Mary was touched by her uncle’s story. She
suddenly felt very sorry for him, who had
lost his wife.

Mrs Medlock continued her story…

When she died, Mr Craven
hated his life more than
ever. Since then, he has
been spending the last
ten years travelling
all over the world. So,
my dear, do not expect
company at the mansion.

She further warned Mary…
Another advice,
do not wander,
or go poking
about the house.

I don’t care
to poke
about his
house at all.

the Secret Garden
Once inside the mansion, Mary found herself in
a big hall with large portraits hanging on the
walls around.

The next morning, when Mary
awoke, she was shocked to
see the bare land outside
from the window.

What’s that?
I don’t like it.

The master says that,
you are to take the
child to her room. He is
leaving in the morning
and doesn’t wish to see
her now.

It’s the moor. It’s bare
now, but you will get
to like it, especially in
spring and summer.

And so, Mrs Medlock showed Mary
to her room. She was too tired to
explore the room that day. so she
went to bed.

Are you to
be my AyaH?

Will you
dress me?

The ease with which the housemaid
spoke surprised Mary.
I am Mrs Medlock’s
servant. Surely, you
are old enough. So
you won’t need much
assistance.

I am amazed to know that
a grown up girl like you, is
unable to dress herself.

I never did it in my entire
life. My Ayah in India
always dressed me.

Then it’s time
you learn.
Mary was terribly upset after this
conversation and hurt too.
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